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Fi* 1 The ‘St Helena Model’ notebook of Charles Darwin, open at pp. 26-7. Courtesy of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. 

must, however, have had a greater meaning to Darwin, as it records many of his thoughts 
relating to variation, breeding and so on, albeit in telegraphic style. Most of these 
thoughts are much more fully expressed in the Notebooks, so that the St Helena Model 
notebook assumes an importance as the first medium available to a thinker who was 
eager not to forget the details of some observation or to lose the thread of a conversation 
before he could get home to his private study. Unfortunately twenty-one of the original 
fifty pages of the St Helena Model notebook have been excised — presumably by 
Darwin — and none of these excised pages has yet been found. This is all the more 
regretable because it was probably the theoretically most interesting pages which were 

In spite of its fragmentary nature the St Helena Model notebook is worthy of 
publication. Much remains in the notebook of interest to those studying Darwin's 
work as a geologist at the time when he was entering the dlite of London scientists 
(Rudwick’ 1982), but perhaps its greatest charm lies in the glimpse it gives us of the daily 
thoughts and activities of a young genius at the most creative period of his life. In the 
weeks leading up to his marriage and election to Fellowship of the Royal Society, even 
Charles Darwin had to think about laundry and the problems of moving into a new 
address: ‘Two easy chairs — Blinds in Red Rooms washed — Muslin all to be washed’ 
(p.31x). 
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[15] projecting «mass» at base 
of Man & Horse” 
no doubt external 
basaltic, but 
top too smooth 

structure like 
Flagstaff’’ 



[16] Dr LindZ-stay-/’*’ Curator 



Ask Gould” about 
East Indian & Australian 
Birds, with respect 
to /-islets-/’* 



admirable tables 
of distribution of 
reptiles of <S. America> 
/-bound-/ in Suites 
de Buffon”, of 
f23e-24e] 

[25] /-Wrappers-/ 

about sending to Subscribers” 



Stewart” about payment 
of the 100 euineas 
for Gould” 



Curtis” my bill 



Eyton” — Waterhouse* 
think/-s grey-/ with black 
bars cat differ species 
from small tortoise= 
shell cat*' — skeletons 
Do get shepherds tail 



[17e-20e] 

[21] Sulivan* get head of 
ox called “ Nata ”*’ 



History of cross breeds 



Goiild drawing of 



D’Orbigny” is giving 
figure shells from 
Cordillera* 



Dr Smith” sharks 
teeth Navedad 
Chile 



/-will examine them 
hereafter-/ 

[26] Major Mitchell” 



Height of Escarpment 

of Blue Mountains 

«do hybrid d^ <foxes> /-Austral-/ 

dogs. breed.-”>> 

Depth of rivers near 
mouths* 



Any Fossils /-in the-/ Sandstone*' 
/-Pecten Terebratula-/ 



Name of Mr Brown” leaves** 



Ear Doctor” 



[22] Tell Lyell* of Desnoyers 
Paper^* 



Tell Mr Owen” 
of Caout chouk” 
to stop bottle 



There are some 



Do Australian dogs hunt in 
packs** /-Watuaya-/ 



Woodcut of Bomb*’ 
[27] Pay Lonsdale” Geolog 




? May I quote your i 
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about steep shore deep beneath 
water.‘^ find out about cliffs 
on banks of rivers. 



At Head of /-GroseW are there 
cliffs & confine attention to this 
one valley yes 
Do the rivers continue deep 
a little way above tidal action «no 
cliffs» /-Look out for shells with 
bones not always cliffs-/ 

[28] [two illeg words] 

Henrietta /-St-/ Bath** 
would probably answer letter 
& give information 
about tailless breed of 
cats** (origin?) near 
Walmesbury breed?? 



Wiltshire sheep, with 
teeth pushing each 
other out 

Plants from Henslow™ 



English Weeds 
Fennel, Sow Thistle 
/-Reach — / 
[29e-34e] 

[35] Council of 
Geolog Soc 

Scotland 



Dunford field 
/-Church-/ St 



/-Last-/ number of Lancet, account 
of Owen & Magnetism’’ ’’ 

[36] Vol. VIIEd, T. 
p.l57” Sir J Hall 
states that “a «large» block 
of <rock> «stone>. 4 or 5 ft 
in diam, lying within 
high water mark, & 
well known as «having» serving 
to denote the boundary 
of two estates was 



/-during-/ a stormy night 
in water transported 
90 yards, & the person 
on the /-spot was confused-/ 
[37e-40e] 

[41] all preserving their 
ME dip 



Miss Martineau p. 213” 

Charity everywhere 

«I doubted it at first» Byron & the 

Fuegian women Have any 



other associated anim 
charity — cows not 
wild cattle & [illeg] 
[42] Wouett on Cattle” 
Waterhouse, has it” 



Ask [Fox™ ink over pencil] to 
experimentise™ 
on Frogs spawn & to 
procure eggs of 
Land Snail, for me — 



Owen’s Edition 

of «Hnnters’s» Animal 

Economy*” 



[43e-44e] 

(45] mK 

Pintail & Common 
Duck to get 
some half /-breed-/®' 



Bring Picture 



Cross between Black 
Grouse Ptarmigan*’ 



Pheasant & Grouse in** 
wild — ^when species decreasing 
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[46] Capercailzie** 

Black Grouse & 
subalpina“ 

Anthus S. American 
species.- furthest 
south — Anthus 
going further <South> «North> 
than S.^merican 

[47] Mr Yarrell" 3"6d 

for number of 
Physiology** 



Mr YarreU [1765 written over 
•1780’], 

h^ bookjhistory of 

Treatise on Domestic 
Pidgeons — ^very 
curious, in comparison 
for time, — Mr YarreU 
has /-recent-/ comparison 

[48] Has rock Pidgeon 
<pouler’s> specks on 
shoulder. Pouters 
have specks* 

Have any new 
varieties of Pidgeons 
been established?” 



There must be laws of 
variation chance would never 
produce feathers or make 
breed—* ?cat without legs?* 

[49e-58e] 

[59] /-modesty [«/ivo illeg words»] & 
shame-/ 

Mr Fuller 8 Albany 



Place — /-IW Regent 
Park — 200£* 



Albany St. 70£. 

no 161 — 100£ per annum 



Another further up 
this street 80f 
no 27 



[60] Clarges St.- 



Montague Place 
House. Parker 
Kepi»l St Agent 
Furnished 



Kemp & Son 
37 Judd St. 

House in Woburn 
Place — no 20 



[61] Pearsall & Jorden 
1. Bernard St 
Russell Square 
House in do 



12 Upper Gower* 

St. Furnished or 
unfurnished. «must be latter> 
Furniture 

at Valuation? Pearsall 
& Jordan: 100 year 
with stables: 4 years- 



[Will hear on Tuesday from France 
written up left margin] 

[62] Mr Stokes* 4 
North Place 
Gray Inn Lane 

Gordon Square 
40 

Built l-two-1 years 
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<Upper> «20» Woburn Place 
bare, (with fixtures 

painting «Landlord probably will 
do no more» rather 

[63] offices rather bad. 

look out /-believing-/ 
moderately good 
140 Kemp & 

Son [37 'S’ written over ■2’] Judd St 
with stables 



17. Woburn Place 
to Purchase Furniture 
rent 110 Lease 7 or 

[64] Tavistock Square’’ 

2 houses from- 
near Mr /-Crompton’s-/ 
145£: New 

House belonging to Cubin’* 



Regent Square. 



[INSIDE BACK COVER] 
LyeU” 

Gcograph Journal 
1839 p.288 
SubsidcfKe 
at Tyre'" 

[Back end paper excised] 
[lxe-4xe] 

[5x] by seeds or not? & what 
will it go back to? 



Give Miller"” a 
hint, about specimens 



[378 yellow encircled\"^ 



Von Hoff translated??"” 



[fix] Lonsdale: S. American 
Fossils?'" 



Correction for Lyell 
in Uttle Book"” 



LyeU Vol.II Poggendorf 
Annalen about Albite 
ask /-LyeU-/ to look'" 



Earle"” Tristan D’Acunha"® 



Mr Whewell"” depths at 
which sea breaks'™ 

[7x] Cone of Tree from Chile' ' ' 



Mr Brown/-e-/ 

Bomb"’ [«cannot find it» 

+ Mark of Tree boxed] - 
Is Australian wood coniferous"* 
[«y*s aU I brought» ink over pencil] 
«nearly all filled with agate /-Red 
Jasper-/ does not» 

+Norfolk Isld 
Macquarie Is?? 



where can I get account? 



Australia & S. America 
at all allied Flora. 



Wild dogs on West Coast 
See Vol of Geograph 



Bog Iron ore 
infusoria"’ 



Fern «of Australla» being found in 




Take the passage 
& see about my mistake 
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[8x] Lyell flint in Potteries' “ 



Owen tooth in Sir 
Woodbine’s' possession"* 

[9xe-10xe] 

[llx] Vol III p. 30 Lyell"’ 
wrong about P. vulpina 
Waterhouse 



?Type? size for Zoological 



Ask Bailliire'* 



Roget, Bridgev 



Translation of Muller'^ 



[12x] Ice transport of storm 
in Frith of Forth 
p. 157 ’VII Vol 

«& 8th» Edinburgh Transact'^ 



Have they «a» Leucopterus 
from Falkland Isd 
at Brit Museum 
for comparison with 
those from T del 
Fuego brought by King'“ 
[13xe-18xe] 

[19x] Ask Dr Smith 

thickness of sandstone 
at C. of Good Hope'“ 



How high is the capping of 
sandstone on Lions Head 
2100ft above sea 



Corvus do Mar 
for Henslow'“ 



[Whether litters of true hybrids 
are heterogenous or homogenous 
written upside down]'” 



[20xj DrSmith'“ 

/-Quartz-/ Rock, no 
formation of ?? 
with respect to origin of 
sandstone'” 



Granite large 
Formation???? 



Ask Lonsdale'*" about 
xstalagtite layer on» Chalk & 

[three illeg words] 



(with the exception 
of some quartz Hills 
on <near> the West Coast 
near the mouth of Orange 
River) Dr Smith.-'*' 



[21xe-22xe] 

[23x] Tooth of Mastodon'** 
for Merchant 



Sonnerat'** has 
given account 
of Seychelles 
Voyage aux Indes 
Orientales 1774 
1781 

Gould'*’ has seen 
Parrot 



[24x] /-Cheiroptamus-/*** 



Exact Locality 



Cast 



Sir P Egerton'**’ 
says that Kaup'** 
considers M. augusti= 
dens'** as only found 

European species <come 
from> are M. 
longirostris 



[2Sx] Jaw of Elephant in 
Geolog Soc 



Edin Transacts 
Vol. VI p 165'” 
considers Somma 
is fragment of large 
volcano Sir J 
Hall 



do p. 173““ Has seen 
clay stiff enough for 
potters use with 
/-great-/ crystals of ice 
/-found-/ in them, & 
fragments of rock, with 
angles <stay> sharp, yet with 
[character completely altered & 
two illeg words superinduced 
written up right margin] 

[26x] Edentate Head, one plate'*' 



Mastodont one plate 



4 Plates 

2 Plates for little 



1 Tessalated covering 
6 Scelidotherium 
1 — ^Lower jaw 
1 Megatherium 
1 && [18 boxed] 2*18 



[27x] Theory of Volcanos 
«/-Count-/» Byelandt 
Palstercamp'** 



Rat from 
Australia??'*’ 
Owen- fossil -*** 



Shall I give Institute 
/-d’-/France Mammalia' 



Lyell Volcanic 
Dust'** 



[28x] /-Macaio-/ 

Is there any relation 
between boss of Indian 
cattle & structure 
Bison &c'*’ 



Analyse this in 
all cases whether 
variation /-assumes-/ 
character allied to 



[29x] Write to SuUvan'** to 
enquire about wild 
«Have they long ears & what 

dogs on the Pampas 



Do male animals lose 
passion from breeding in & 
in.-'*’ 



How many generations was 
this effected in case of 
Bantam & Polish Cochin'” 
in Pidgeons how many generations 
old on an 
average'*' 



[Vertebra of Indian Cattle ink over 

pencilj'^^ 



Skeletons of Pidgeons 
1/2 one. 3. oclock 
1/4.1. 1/2 past one 
[30x] Pay Lyell'**for 

Pritchard'“Chemical Co/-ncre-/ 

Volcanic Dust'” 

Remnants of Carpets'” Mat for 
Hall 

Windows cleaned 
Staircase cover washed 
Walls cleaned 
white curtains washed 
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[3 lx) Two easy chairs 



Hint in Pottery 

written upside down]'* 

(32x) Common table & 

2nd Washing stand 
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22. West Lodge (elevation 2200') is about 1 mile east-south-cast of High Hill. Darwin both here 
and in VI refers to it as Nest Lodge. 

23. See note 11. 

24. See note 18. 

25. Lot (elevation 1489') and Lot’s Wife (elevation 1516') are peaks in the interior of Sandy Bay. 

26. See note 4. 

28. Casons Gate has not been located. 

29. High Peak (elevation 2616') is about 2 miles cast of High Hill. Darwin’s question to himself 
here almost certainly relates to his Beagle notes (DAR 38ii, f. 929). 

30. Prosperous Bay is on the north-east coast of St Helena. 

31. See note 4. 

32. See note 18. 

33. Sec note 11. 



35. See note 4. 

36. Not identified. 

37. Gould, John (1804-81). Self-taught ornithologist and artist. Taxidermist to the Zoological 
Society of London, 1826-81. Described the birds collected on the Beagle expedition (Gould. 
1838-41). FRS 1834. 

38. Related matter appears in B249. 

39. Eyton, Thomas Campbell (1809-80). Shropshire naturalist and collector of bird skins and 
skeletons. Friend and Cambridge contemporary of Darwin. 




109. Whewell, William (1794-1866). Mathematician and historian and philosopher of science. 
Tutor at Trinity College, Cambridge, 1823-38; Master 1841-66. Professor of Mineralogy, 
Cambridge University, 1828-32. FRS 1820. 

110. In a letter to Robert Mallet (1810-81) of 26 August 1846 Darwin says he consulted William 
Whewell (see note 109) on the subject of waves while preparing JR. See Correspondence 3: 
335. In A59 the subject of breaking waves is mentioned with respect to Tristan da Cunha 
(see note 108). 

111. See note 62. 

112. See note 65. 

113. There is a general connection between these entries and those on B187 and C238-9. 

114. The wild dogs of King George’s Sound are discussed by Nind (1832: 29). 



115. See Ehrenberg (1837), mentioned on A93 {Notebooks: 114n93-l). 




